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THE NECKLAC
| by Guy De Maupassant

REALISM

Realism was a literary movement that developed
in the middle of the 1gth century in France (when
De Maupassant was writing) and then spread
throughout the rest of Europe: all the way to
Russia, and then overseas to the US. Realism
was concerned with portraying everyday life: real
people with relatable issues.

In many ways, realism was a reaction to

While reading the short story, annotate closely. making a
particular note of the following:

C Direct or indirect characterization in the story;
particularly any changes in characters.

C Any symbolism: oijects or things you think might have
symbalic significance.
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BEFORE READING:
In your opinion. which of the following determines whether
or not you are of a higher social class in your culture/

Romanticism, a movement which emphasized | community?
the idealization of characters rather than realistic “ ; :
depiction of them. Realist literature often focused | 2 = Wealth QO Possessions O Occupation
on middle-class life, and was most concerned & O Hobbies O Language 4 Food
with portraying actions and their consequences 2 0O Fashion 3 Where you ive Q Income
as objectively as possible. % QOTalents QO Who you know QO Beauty
% 0O Education Q Title Q Other:
Are you interested in reading about, watching, or S Olnterests 0O Accent

following the lives of ‘real’ people? O Yes 1O No

Give a reason for why or why not: Wirite THREE questions you have about class status and

wealth.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Read through the vocabulary definitions above; pick one you weren't familiar with before, and use it in your own sentence:
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“What would have happened if she had not lost that necklace? Who knows? who knows? How life |
= Is strange and changeful! How little a thing is needed for us to be lost or to be saved!”
MAKE A PREDICTION

|

|

What do you think would have !
happened to Mme. Loisel if |

|

|

> she had not lost the necklace?
L}x‘J_ How might she be different?

T D YA o\l ‘ ANAPHORA noun
pt'n 3 ‘ A - the repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning of
The protagonlst undergoes qulte the change in thls story successive clauses. It is often used to exaggerate a point
Evidence of her personality | |Evidence of her personality Find 2 examples of anaphora in the text:
at the start of the story towards the end of the story:
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Rank each of the following in terms of how prominent and

Do you f=el pity for O Yes Do vou fes! pity for - significant they are as core ‘'messages’ of the story.
s ' p s & : Ye-’
her at this point? 1 No herat this point? ) No . (1-most / 4-least)
Negative change: W § A woman'’s beauty and poise can offer her

upward social mobility.

Pride and social ambition can often lead to
one's downfall.

Positive changs | Appearances—especially the appearance of
wealth—often aren’t what they seem.

Misfortune and suffering, with the nght
attitude, can lead to self-improvement.

If Mathilde were an @ ) questions you would like to ask Mme. Loisel, if you could:
animal, she would be: A3
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Briefly ¢/ w
explain the
twist at the List 5 has&ags below
end: which caputure the

efect of the twist:

What is the effect of the twist coming in the very final ine, not earlier?

How cdoes De Maupassant construct the narrative. so that the reader
s surprised by the twist?
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certain deeper significance that is different
from their criginal meaning or function.

Why do people wear necklaces? Why does Mathilde want the
\ / necunce?
associa
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Does knowing if a By the end of the story,
diamond is real or fake what do we find out
change its beauty? about the necklace?
Key quotations about the necklace: What topics does the necklace

relate to in the story?

In De Maupassant’s story, “The Necklace,” how does the symbolism of the necklace help convey the

deeper theme of the text? \Wnte in full sentences. and embed direct evidence to back up your claim. wrl W"?/

You should:

O Make a distinct
claim answering
the question.

O Explain your claim
wrt’# en%?dded
direct evidence
from the fext

O Provide analysis
as to why this
aspect of her
character is
important in terms
of the dee,

mes of the
story.




